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4th November 2020 
 
Hi Everyone 
 

Well we are now in November 2020 and about to be put into lockdown for 
the second time, which following a very busy couple of weeks seems a 
massive kick in the nuts. I had a very poignant moment following the 
announce on Saturday I was sent the photo on right on Sunday morning, 
the agile sentence of “we will find hope at the end of the rainbow”, actually 
made me feel that we don’t need a rainbow, as a club we have pulled 
together to survive, despite being in a worldwide pandemic and the constant 
reminder via media we have proven that we will not be beaten by this and 
continue to drive forward and will come back stronger, fitter and faster than 
ever before, why because we are the Cornish all blacks and that’s what we 
do……. 
 

 
The decision to join the two sections, mini/junior and the senior has albeit early days proven to be a great 
success and one that will continue to grow and make our rugby club the best in the county. 
 

In September Under strict Covid safety guidelines the Whole club 
Registration and clean-up day, the first of its kind was very well 
receive with over 150 players registering on the day. Massive 
thanks need to go to Mike Maynard for arranging the best BBQ 
ever, from probably the best butchers ever Philip Warrens, our 
chefs Troy Keat and Steve Pigeon for keeping the burgers and 
beers going all day, Bianca for kit sales, Sandrine for track, trace 
and temperature checks, Tracey, Jules (the boss) and Sarah for 
processing membership. A stupendous effort was made by our 
ladies team with the help of a few mini mums who set about 
cleaning all 111 sponsor boards around the main pitch, a handful 
of our senior players who painted the biggest St Pirians cross on 

our grand stand, and our head coaches for painting the outside of the club house with the help of a 
wonderful lady player ( Emma Barribell ) but she painted the back of the club house with her young child in 
a back pack..... 
 

So when is rugby going to be back to normal, the million dollar question.....as you know we are currently at 
stage D of the return to rugby road map with full contact being reintroduced at stage F, the proposed start 
date is January 21, but there has been positive discussions with the RFU and government officials that we 
will be able to start this side of Christmas, a Boxing Day match would be the best Christmas Present ever... 
 

Despite this the club has been a hive of 
activity, we have over 450 members including 
player and non-players, training for seniors 
and ladies has been going ahead on 
Tuesdays, colts on Thursdays and Mini / 
Juniors on Wednesday and Sundays.  
 
Ryan and Goldie for the last 5 weeks ran a 
pitch up and play session every Thursday 
which was a great success, last night saw the 
final session till after lock down with over 50 players taking part including ladies, seniors and a few of us 
vets that like me are looking forward to the well-earned break.  
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The club house bar has received some well needed refurbishment 
including a bar facelift, some fantastic looking new worktops, and a few 
funky new benches, all thanks to our very own Jimmy Tucker, who would 

have known he was a dab hand at wood 
work….we have also signed up to BT sport 
and have 2 new TV,s, which have been very 
well received allowing us to show the Exeter 
and six nation matches live. Refurbish works 
are ongoing and we hope to be complete 
when we return in December. 
 
The newest members to join our team are our newly appointed bar and club 
house manager Leigh Powell who has many years’ experience in the sporting 
hospitality sector, Leigh has spent the last couple weeks building relationships 
with the brewery, giving the bar a major clean, Leigh will take on the roll of club 
house contact and will be responsible for all bookings and club house activities. 
We have also have Rory Cinnamond our first team prop with the help of Father 
Stan who have taken on the role of sponsorship secretary, the Guys have been 

contacting all our current sponsors and I am pleased to say they have done a fantastic job securing pretty 
much all our current sponsors for the current season despite the lack of games and also welcoming on a 
few new ones. Thanks for you hard work and look forward to welcoming all the sponsors when we start 
playing matches in January.   
 
The new lights have now been fully configured so each set can be used independently. Unfortunately the 
gods are well and truly against us as the club was subjected to a lightning strike which has damaged the 
old Lights around the mini training pitches, an insurance claim has been made and soon these will be 
rectified, the future is bright... 
 
During October, the club held an intra club mixed age group touch festival, the day 
started at 11am with the mini juniors who all received medals for taking part. The 
seniors started at 2pm followed by Exeter winning the European cup final made for a 
well round excellent day. 
 
On a last note I would Personally like to thank everyone for your efforts so far, 
change can be scary but together we will get through this and achieve our goal. 
 
Please all stay safe during the lock down and I look forward to seeing you all when 
we reopen in December. 
 
#comeonyoublacks 
 
Cheers 
Andy Crichton 
Chairman 
Launceston Rugby Club ltd 


